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/ e ™" EADQUARTRRS 3D BATTALION 8TH INFANTRY - . 4)s

, APO San Francisco 96265 - ' T A g A
{AVDDA~BRAD R .-ﬁ. E _ﬁ R 1 August 1967 '

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Actlon. Repor't (RCS: MACY J~3132)

THRU: Commanding Officer
1st Bde 4th Inf Div
ATTN: AVDDA-BRC -

" APQ Sari Francisco 96265

- e L Foud |
TO: Cormanding General A L YA |
4th Ini'antry Division t R SRR TR Ay Afcs—:),? /]é
ATTN: AVDDH-CG e Ol TTELEER
APO Sen Francisco 96262 .~ ° ") Tl 7l

1.(U) Mame or identify and/or type of operation: FRANCIS MLRION
(DUC CO III) Search and Destroy Operation

2.{U) Dates of Operation: 231155 July 1967 to 231650 July 1967.
3.{(U) Location: PIEI YA BO (YA 854200)
4+ (U) Command Headquarters: Headquarters, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry

5¢(U) Reporting Officer: ILieutenant Colonel Thomas P Lynch, CO, 3d
Battalion, 8th Infantry .

6.(C) Task Organization (during the actual contact):

A 3/8 Inf
B 3/8 Inf
C 3/8 Inf
C /29 Arty (105) (DS)
A 5/16 Arty (155 5P) (Reinforcing) <

7.(C) Supporting Forees:

' . a. C/6/29 Arty (DS) provided close-in fire, firing a total

of 189/ rotmds in support of the operation.

b. 4/5/16 Arty (Reinforeing 6/29 Arty) provided close-in and
blocking fire, firing a total of 1488 rounds in support of the operation.

c. €/5/16 Arty (General Support Reinforeing) provided close—in,
blocking and denisl fireas, firing a total of 124/ rounds in support of
the operation.

d. D/5/16 Arty (General Support Reinforcing) provided cloae-—in :
blocking and donial fires, firing a total of 1047 ro\qu in support of '
the operation. i
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. e« A/6/1L Arty (General Support Reinforeing) provided close~in
and blosking fires, firing a total of 27 rounds in support of the operation,
' £+ B/6/14 Arty (Genoral Support) provided closo-in and blocking
fires, firing a total of 596 rounds in support of the operation,
‘ g« C/6/1; Arty (General Support) provided close-in and blocking
fires, firing a total of 31 rounds in support of the operation,
« B/4/l2 Arty (DS 1/12 Inf) provided close~in, blocking and
donial fires, firing a total of 361 rounds in support of the operation.
is Artillery fires were offective as blocking, harrassing and
denia) fires. During the contact and the night immedintely following the
contact, a total of 6688 rounds of artillery were fired.
Jo Air: BRequests for immediate and contimious air support were
forwarded through the FAC to the Air Force. Thero were a total of 12 F-100
sortles flown during tho actual period of engagement, Three of thess were
directed at troops in the open at corrdinate YA 855185, Ten NVA KIA were
found in that vicinity during the subsequent sweop; however, 1t is -
undetormined as to whether they fhad boen killed by artillery or air strikes.
Five sortles were directed at troops in the open at coordinate YA 855190;
twenty NVA KIA wore found 32 that area. Two sorties wore directed at an
cnemy escape route at coofdinatos YA 84318/; rosults of those sortiss are
undotermined. An cnemy base camp at coordinate YA 865185 was struck by 2
sorties; 21 NVA KYA were found in that vicinity. During tho ensuing night,
two combnt eRYySpots wore flown as part of the denial effort. One sortio
wne clown by an F-100 and was dirceted at coordinato YA 879201; the other
“sortle was flown by & B~57 and was directed at coordinate YA 887177. Results
of the skyspots are unknown,
k. US Army Aviation:
(1) Gunship support wns provided by D Troop, lst Squadron,
10th Cavalry and the Assoult Platoon of the 119th Aviation Company, 524
Aviation Battalion. Throughout the contact a minimm of one pair of gunships
remalned on station immediately responsive to the requirements of the battalion
- commandsr,

(2) Lift support for tho displacement of the reconnaissance
platoon and A4/3/8 Infantry was provided by the 189th Aviation Co and the
119th Aviation Company of the 52d Aviation Battalion and by olc:ents of the
4th Aviation Battalion, '

8.(C) 1Intelligence: _

8. The terrain in the contact area is primarily single canopy
with thick underbrush and secondary growth., The trees are about 50 foeot tall
and from 12-20 inches in diamoter. Fields of fire arc limited to about
30-50 motors excest in the arcc of the G Co CP, " vicinity cuorfindte ¥£854199, In
this area filelds of fire run up to 75 meters in the gouth, 300 moters in tho
north and east, and are unlimited in the west,

b, Weather at the time of the contact was hot and clear, Visi-
bility was unlimited. During the night it was partly cloudy with light
scattered showers. '

¢+ The enemy units involved included the 4th, 5th and 6th
battalions of the 324 NvVA Regiment, Elements from all three battallons
participated in the attack, Emmy strength of the combined forco is esti-
mated at between 1000 and 1200 porsonnel.

de The shony wng hoatily armed with AK 47's, RPD light mchine
guns and BLO rockets. RPG-7's wers also used. 82rm and 60mm mortar fire was
employed against C Corpany CP with negligible results duo to rapic suppression
by friendly artillery fire and eirstrikes. One 82nm mortar was seen destroyed
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" by artillery fire, another tiq Hater 3cfh!;lii
:been abandoned by the withdriwing enemy,
ce The morale and discipline of the NVA tas ¢onsidered high, They

worc woll arred, Thelr uniforms werc of khaki and included both short .and

long trousers. MNo distinction could be made or conclusions drawn as to who
wore long or short trousecrs. There wore some black PJ's worn under the

khakis and a few of tho cnemy wore a mixture of black PJ's and khakis, Head-

gear included cloth bush hats, pith helmets  and woven bamboo with plastic

'co-verings .

Y ‘( 0
red by ground forces where it had

f+ Enomy losses in addition to 184 NVA KIA (BC) are estimated
at 150-200 KIA, 200~250 WIA for a total of 534~634 NVA casualties in the 324
NVA Regiment, thereby decreasing its combat gtrength by morc than 50%.
Additionally, 10 POW's werc captured. B :

9.(C) Mission: 3/8 Infantry to establish a fire support base vicinity -
coordinates YA 891252 and conduct S & D operations and maintain . surveilianco
in assigned A0,

10.(C) Concept of Operations: 3/8 Infantry-established its fire
Support base at YA 891252 on 14 July 1947. B and C Companies then movod by
foot from the fire support tase to thas wcstorn sector of the battalicn's AO.
The fire support base wps initially secured by the reconnaissance platoon,
mortar platoon and artille:y porsonnel. A Company, OPCON to 1/12 Infantry
on 14 July, retumed to OPCON 3/8 Infantry on 16G600 July 1967 and closed
into the firo support base to assure tho socurity mission and serve as
battalion roscrve,

11,(C) Execution:
a. FEvents prior to the contact:

(1) The mission of B & C Companios for 23 July 1907 was to
patrol from cstablished company bascs vicinlty coordinate YA 853199 (B Co) and
YA 856197 (C Co)e A Co, locatod at the battalion's firo baso was in roserve.
Further guidance concerning the mission was dissenminated by the following
pertinont mossagos. : '

221715 July: idvisod B and C Companics of possible NVA
uc:.tivity to the south and west of their location (based upon intelligence of
a "Snoopy" alrcraft),

221923 July: B and G Companies were notified to hold their
patrols on the 23d until notified by tho battalion CO.

230700 July: B and C Companics were directed to initiate
reconnaissance patrolling when ready,

' (2) At 230905 July, throe reconnaissance patrols departod
B Co CP and procoeded nortly, northwest and southwest, At the same time, threo
patrols of C Co doparted the company CP and patrolled to the southwost and
south. The disposition of B and ¢ compony at tho time of the initial contact
(231155 July) is as indicated in inclosure 1.
b. Events during the contact: Tho following is a chronological
sequence of events which occurred during the poriod of the eontact,

231150 July: 3d Platoon, returning to the € Company CP from
the south obscrvod 2 NVA to the platoon's nerth vicinity coordinates YA 855190,
The platoon irmediately pursued while the corpany commandor directed the lst
Platoon to maneuver to a blocking position. At the samo time the 2d Platoon
was returning to the company CP, : '

' 231155 July: The platoon leader of 3d Platoon, Company C
Jeported that the platoon was cut off and surrounded. The company cormander
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ordered the lst Platoon to the relief of the 5& Platoon; however tho st
Platoon came under intensive small arms and mortar fire and was pimnod down,
precluding the directed relief. At this time the C Corpany Coumander ordered
the 2d Platoon, now sore 800 meters southwest of the corpany porimeter to hinld
in place.

: 231205 July: B Cowmpany was directed to regroup and be pre-
pared to assist C Company,

231206 July: The first immediate air arrived on station arred
with 20mm cannon only, having deliverecd its bomb loed prior to the contact in
another area., Tho uircraft ‘stayed on station at the contact area to cover
with the 20mm cannon,

: 231207 July C Company's 3d Platoon Leader reported his
platoon sergeant and RTO had been killed. Irmediately thereafter all corruni-
cation with the platoon was lost,

: 231216 July: C Company CP received 7-8 rounds of 82mm mortar
fire, Simultaneously, one NVA was captured at the C Corpany CP location.

' 231220 July: B Company was directed to linkup with C Company.

231225 July: B Company received automatic weapons fire from

the southeast. '

231230 July: B Corpony s=iartod nmoving toward C Company CP.

231235 July.: The firzt svound attack was initiated against
C Company'a CP, At this time the gunships were ordored in to fire seuth of C
Corpony?s CP, The ground attask vee repc.ll.,d by a combination of close combat,
artillery and gunship fire and tha cnemy withdra. south/southwest.,

' 231237 Jvly: B Company started receiving mortar and smmll arms
woapons fire, temrorarily pinning the unit dowm; however, it was ordered to
contimue moving and effect its link-up with C Company .'8iP. The company
started —oving again. _

231240 July: A second ground attack was initiated against the
C Company CP. Again the NVA were repelled by close combat, artillery and
gunshlp fires, Reinforcerents arriving from B Company contributed to re-
pelling the caeny duriny this ottocks

231245 July- B Company effected 1ts l:_nk-up with C Company.
The. flrst fully loaded Air Force aircraft arrived mn the scene. -

R 23125/, july: B Coupany counterattscknd southcast and south
from the C Ccmpany perineter. Coryany C, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry was
placed on standby alert for committrent to the. 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry, in
event A Company, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry was cormitted to the battle.

231306 July: B Company, sweeping south and southeast contimued
to recaive sporadic smll arms fire. :

231320 July: An airstrike was executed agalnst eneny in the
open at coordinates YA 855185,

231340 July: An airstrike was executed against eremy troops
in open at coordinates YA 855190,

231350 July: B Troop. lst Squadron, 10th C‘.valry was placod
OPCON to 3/8 Infantry and directed to move to the contact area.

231417 July: B Company, 2d Battalion, 8th Inlantry(Mech) was
placed OPCON to 3/8 Infantry and directed to move to the contact arca.

231445 July: A Company, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry was air-
1ifted into the battle area. Lift torminated at 231510.

231445 July: An airstrike was executed against enemy troops
in the open at coordinates YA 855190,

231500 July: €O, 3d Battallon, 8th Infantry ordered B and C
Companies to sweep the area, then dig in and remain in the. battle area over-

night,
231527 July: A tank from B Ty % ffm?d,rm-, }Othﬁcavzdﬁr\:
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hit a mino at coordinates YA 857230 fMetbefar 1l hhlting the progress of the
troop closing on the contact area.

231527 July: 2d Platoon, Company C, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry
linked up with tle remainder of the 3d Platoon of C Corpany. At this timo
it was verified that both the platoon leader and platoon sergoant of the 3d
Platoon had been killed, '

231530 July: Company B, 34 Battalion, 8th Infantry closed with
C Company's 2d and 3d Platoons. Company A was dirccted to move to vicinity
coordinates YA 854195 at this tire,

231538 July: B Troop, lst Squadron, 10 Cavalry contimied to
move to the area of contact. Reconnaissance Platoon, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry
prepared to move to secure the mined tank of B/1/10 Cavalry which was left In
place with a platoon of the caVvalry troop. -

231615 July: Company B, 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry became
OPCON to 34 Battalion, 8th Infantry and was directed to establish a blocking
position vicinity coordinates YA 839188,

231630 July: An airstrike was placed against 8 sugpected
eneny base camp vicinity YA 865185, (Arca was later confirmed as a base camp
gnd 22 NMVA KIA were found at that locaumr, s

231645 July: Recomnsl:zucine Platoon, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry
was airlifted to the location of tre tark, Simmltancously, the last 1ift
of Company C, 3d Battalion, I12th Yniunt:y srrived at the battalion fire support
base to provide necessary secixitr. Thons 1ifis vere both compleoted at 231650,

¢, Events which cootred aftar Shs contacts

231740 July= E,uﬁn Cevalloy iinked up with Company A, 3d
Battalion, 8th Infantry at coriinate YA €50198, Thon both units moved to
YA 853198 and established o night location. C Cormpany remained at its
established company CP throughout the night.

231830 July: One platoon wes detached from B/1/10 Cavalry and
attachied to Company C.

231900 July: B Coupany closed ics night location vicinity

YA 857224, : .
, 231930 Jriy: B/2/8 Infantry(Mech) closed into night location
vicinity YA 839188,

Throughe... hs rizuh Serwediatedy 7-37owing the contact, H & 1
artillery fires and blozking Plros coniivaod te & 17 red into the contact arca
at a high rate. These fircs wnon conerelied bJ tha artillery LNO, on location,
in the contact arsa. Comoany (! as mivrred to the battalion f:l.m base on
24, July. For several davs following ihc oantact, S & D operations were
contimed hy ~ Co, B Co, E/1/10 Cavelry oo ._1/2/ Tafantrv(Méeh)” in an offort
to regain contact vith the enemy and further to accolplish a thorough police
of the battlefield, including the bur,ii:s of-cieiy dedd and recovery of enenmy
W'BﬂpC)nSo

12,(C) Results:

a. Enemy losses: 184 fw KIA (BC), 8 NVA WIA (POW), 2 NVA POW
uninjured, 31 AK 47, 9 RPD, 11 SKS, 7 B40, 2 RPG-7; 2 82m Mortar, 1 P-38
Pistol, 1 Soviet Carbine (53), 79 hand grenades, 10 anti-tank gremdes, 28
B-40 rockets, 10 RPG-7 rockets, 9 82um mortar rounds, 1 Bangalore Torpedo, 2
satchol charges, 15 82mm mortar fuzes, 1 FM Radio complete with hand and head
set, 13,720 rounds smll ams armunition, 60 cantcens with cover, 40 ponchos,
30 anmnit:.on packs, 35 packs, 42 hammocks, 17 helmets, 13 mile wire, 15
blocks TNT, 23 aid packets, 67 entrenching tools, 78 magazines and “ssorted
individual cloth:t.ng.




,6,'}'16 G o, 1 6/29 Arty, 1 Bq
‘ 16/29Art")) 16:WIA not evacmate

12.{C} Bpocial Bawbpments Mono
15.(C) Commander's analysis: There were no civil affaifrs activities
conducted.,

16. Recormendation: Contailnod in lessons loomed.

17. Lesgons leamed: - .at’tacl‘sd lesson 1eamed fornats.

_, f: THQMAS P LYNCH

. LTG, .- nmlor
' Comqandlng
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Actions Report (RCS: MACV J=3132)

11 Inecl-

1. Terrain Sketch -~ Contact Area

2, Combat Lesson learned - Conduct Training in Foreign Weapons

3. Combat Lesson Leamed - When patrolling from a company base, leave
claymore mines employed around the basc,

4o Combat Iesson Learned - Unlts should carry a "heavy" basic load of
amall arms ammnition for individual and crew served weapons while conducting
"5 & D operations,

5+ Combat lesson learned - Small units which are separated from their
parent unit should cheange to the battalion frequency to facilitate the most
effective cormand and control, '

6. Combat Lesson learned ~ Insure that a separate supply of small arms
argmnition, claymores and grenades is on hand on the fire support base
perimter, : :

7. Corbat Iesson learmod - A mequirerent exists for a concealable radio
antenna.

8. Combat Iesson Learned - Overhead cover in open areas should be either
of a very low silouhette or not utiliszed.

9. Combat Lesson learned - Considerable evidence exists that NVA rescrve
¢lemonts normally follow from 1520-2000 reters behind their main attacking
force.

10, Combat Iesson Learned - It is essential that a sweep be rade in depth,
imediately after a contact, to determine with validity the nurber of cnemy
dead and to capture those enemy wounded still in the battls area,

11. Combat Iesson Learned - Adjustrent of close-—in artillery fires from
200-400 reters from the perimcter odge is to be accorplished by the artllery
¥O on the ground. A1l other fires including blocking, TAC Air, and gun-
ships should be controlled by the battalion cormander,
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. le Combat lesson Learned: Condd foredghi woapons.
Iten: Employment of fallen eﬁéﬁ& ﬁeapons against the eneny.

Discussion: During the contact, some personnel of B and ¢ Companies wore
forced to use available NVA weapons due to damage to thélr own weapons,

Observation: NVA weapons were used effectively by friendly forces against
the Nva, ‘ '

2. Supporting Facts:
- @ Source of information: Company Cormanders, 3d Bn, 8th Inf,
- bs Unit: B and C Companies, 3d Bn 8th Inf,

¢. Actlvity being conducted: Contact with estimated. NVA Regiment while
on S & D mission, : '

d. Date: 23 July 1967.
es Location: YA854197
f. Weather: Hot and clear witlh unlimlted visibility,
£« Enemy: Type: NVA.
Estimated strength: Regiment,

Disposition: Above ground, moving.

h, How contact was made: The third platoon of Corpany C, 3d Bn, &th Inf
initiated contact by engaging an NVA security elemont,

1. Tme of initial contact: 1155 hours.

jo length of tire in contact: 'Lrhours, 55 minutes,

k. How contact vas broken: anibfﬁke contact by withdiuﬂing'to'the south,

l. Summary of events fron which the combat lesson learned is drawn: .
Because of the intense contact and close combat of the action, some individuals
wewe forced to utilize enemy weapons after their individual weapons were damaged,
Due to prior familiarization with eneny weapons the infantryrmen were able to
effectively use the NVA weapons, Weapons employed included the AX~47, the SKS

and the RPD 1ight machine gun. Knowledge of thesec weapons undoubtedly reduced
frierdly casualties and increased enemy casualties, '

Inclosure 2
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1. LOomdat leSsons learmed:
" ‘claymores cmployed around the bas

Iten: Employment of claymore mines around a company patrol base,

Discussion: During the contact, Company & and. L U miyy € wlkr soms’
tporating as natrol bases roiclled roic-ted groimdattncks agoinst tloir perd~
mters, Iploced cloyrwro ndnes contributed to repelling the enemy.

Observation: Correctly employed claymore mines werc very effective
against onemy ground attacks in relatively open areas.

2. Supporting Facts:
a. Source of Information: Company Cormanders, 3d Bn, 8th Inf.
b, Unit: B and C Companies, 3d Bn, 8th Inf, |

_ ¢s Activity being conducted: Contact with estimated NVA Regiment
while on S & D mission. Specifically, defenso of a company patrol base was
boing conducted which contributed this lesson learmed.

d. Date: 23 July 1967
e. Location: YA854197,
f. Weather: Hot and clear with unlimited visibility.

g+ Enomy: Type: NVA.
Estimated Strength: Regiment:
Disposition: Attacking -zcross open terrain,

h. How contact was made: The third platoon of Company C, 3d Bn, &th
Inf initiated contact while patrolling., The enemy force then continued the
contact by attacking the company patrol base.

i, Time of initial contact: 1155 hours.
J. length of time in contact: 4 hours, 55 minutes.

k. How contact was broken: MNVA broke contact by withdrawing to the
south.

1. Swmary of events from which the combat lesson learned is drawn:
Company C, 3d Bn, 8th Infantry had left their claymores emplacod prior to the
contact. Consequontly, the platoon securing the company base was able to
sustain its defense and repel ground attacks from a numerically superior encmy
force until reinforced by Company B. The devastating cffect of the cmplaced
claymores and thelr instant availability contributed significantly to repelling
those attacks., It is highly desirable therefore, when operating from a company
base, to leave claymores in place daily and change thelr positions just prior
to darkness,

Inclosure 3
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. * 71, Combat Tesson Learned: U!gjéﬁh‘?‘" TH]
small arma ammunition for individual and erew
S& D operations, :

Iten: Baslc load of armunition for individual and ércw served woeapons,

Discussion: Prior to and during the contact, Company C and Corpany B
had more than the normal basic load of amminition for individual and crew scrved
weapons on hand. _

_ Observation: Company B and Corpany C carried considerably rore than a
normal basic load of small arms ammunition, It is doubtful that they could have
sustained themselves through the eontact, which lasted mm‘than four hours, had
they had a normal basic load .of armumition.

2. S11pp6rting Facts:

a. Source of Information: Battalion and Corpany Commanders, 3d Bn,
8th Inf. -~ - A

be Unit: 3d Bn, 8th Inf.

¢, Actlvity heing conducted:s Contact with estimated NVA Regiment
whilo on 8 & D mission,

d. Date: 23 July 1967,
e, Location: YA854197
f. Weather: Hot and cloar with untimitod visibility.

g.. Enmemy: Types NVA., R
‘... ., . . Estimatod Strength: Reziment,
N Disposition: Above ground, moving,
h, How contact was made: The third platoon of Company C, 3d Bn, 8th

Inf initiated contact by cngaging an WVA sccurlty element.
(i, Tipe of inftial contact: 1155 howrs,
" Je length of time in contact: 4 hours, 55 minutes.
. ki How contact wam broken: NVA broke contact fﬁy'w:itlldmhri‘ng to the
AR Surnm_ry of events from which the eombat lesson learnced is drawn:
Prior %o tho contact the Battalion Comrander had established .o SOP that the
companies would edrry a minimm of 600 rounds per ML6, 2000 rounds per M60, 50
Tounds per M79 grenade launcher and as many grenades as possible., It was later
determinod that tho NVA carried approximately 100 rounds per SKS, 150 rounds

. Inclosure -4 
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~por AK-,7 and four rockets per 1afmobgt AB-40, 8 (e Because B and C
Companies were carrylng this "heavy" ba51c 1oad, they were able to sustaih
‘thonselves during the period of contact and gain small arms fire superlority.

4SE ONL
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parent unit should change to the ba¥igly
effecti'Ve command and control.
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bate the most

Item: Command and control of small unlts separted from their parent
unit.

Disocussion: During the contact, some elements of the companies we re
separted and could not c¢lose with their parent unit,

Obssrvation: Effective command and control was maintained because

" these elemeonts changed to the battalion frequency. Artillery and air support
could therofore be effectively employsd becauss the location and dlsposition
of those elements was at all times lmown. '

2. Supporting Facts:

a. Source of information: Battalion and company commanders, 3d Bn,
8th Infantry.. .

be Unit: B and C Companies, 3d Bn, 8th Infantry.

c. -Activity being conducted: Contact with estimated NVA Regirent
while on S.& D mission.

4, Date: 23 July 1967
e. Location: YAB54197
f. Weather: Hot and clear with unlimited visihility.

g. Enermy: Type: NVA -
: Estimated Strength: Regiment
Disposition: Above-ground,.moving.

h. How contact wes mde:  The Third platoon of Company C, 3d Bn,.
8th Infantry initiated contact by engaging and NVA security element.

i. Time of iInitial contact: 1155 hours
Je iength of tiine in contact: 4 hours 55 minutes

k. .How contact was broken: HNVA broke éon‘bact by withdrawing to
the - south,

1, Swmary of events from which the combat lesson is.drawn: Prior
to the contact, a battalion SOP had been established that required elerents
soparated from their parent unit during a ‘contact to swlich to the batialion
frequency when so directed., This Procaduin = enabled the battalion comrander
and artillery liaison officer to most effectlvely control and suppart by
fire tho separated units, In one case, a squad of B Co was separated fron
the company by some dl8tance.. Simeo the main element of the company was in
contact, the company cormander directed the squad leader to change te the
battalion frequency. In enother situation, a platoon vwas-separated from C Co
becausae the platoon and the company were both in heavy contact in separate
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"areas, In both cases the exacti}aar B OrL the " separated elemants was
known and direct coordination of fires was affocted botwoen the separated
units ahd the battalion commnder on the battalion frequency.

Tnclosuro 5 FOR GEFICIAL USE ONLY



1. Combat lesson learned: TA¥ure® ¢ tusepaf!ie supply of small
arms ammmmnition, claymores and grenades 1s on hand on tho fire support base

Ttem: Ammmition available on the fire support baso perimetors
Discussion: During the cobtact, Co &, the company_ 'éasigned 't"ha'.'

mlsgion of security of the {lre support base, was rapidly cormitied 'to the
contact area, roquiring other forces to secure the perimior,

Observation: Because an independent supply of small arus ammmition,
claymores and grenades was on hang at the defensive positions on the fire
support base perlmoter, there was no decroase in the effeotivenesa of the
defenses of the perimpter because of ammfnition shortages.

2. Supporting Facts:

a. Source of information: Battalion Commander, 3d Bn, 8th Infantry

b. Unit: 34 Bn, 8th Infantry

c; Activity boing conducted: Rellef of a company securing a fire
support base perimter by other porsonnel within the fire support base and
later by another company.

d, Date: 23 July 1967

o, Location: YA892251

f, Weather: Hot and clear with unlimited vicibility.

g. -Enemy: Types NVA ... o o

707D Estimated Strength:. Reglment .

" Disposition: Above ground, moving

h. How coptact was made: N/A

1, Tgmo of initlal contect: N/A

© 3. Length of tim in contacts A
k. How contact was broken:  N/A

© 1. Summary of events from which tho combat lesson learnsd is.
drown: During the contact, the decision was made to reinforce the units in
contact by commdttmont of the security company for the battalion fire support
base.  Because necessary small arms, grenades and claymores wore stoclkplled
on the ‘fire support base perimeter, the original company was able to rapidly
daploy with its basic load while leaving the dofensive positions of the fire
support base intact and instantly effeotive for the mlisving force. =

ot
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1, Combat Iesson Teamed: A E@?i”3'" a—consealable radio

ariterma.

Ttem: Portable radio antenna signature.

" Discussion: The anterina of the portable is readily identifiable
by enemy forces.

Observation: Enemy forces concentrate their fires on radio operators
and leaders, knowing that friendly forces will be less effective without
these personnel., The radio antenna helps ldentify the radio operabor.

2. Supporting Facté:
a. Source of information: ‘Company Commanders, 3d Bn 8th Infantry
b. Unit: 3d Bn 8th Infantry

c. Activity being conducted: Contact with estimated N¥A Regirent
while on S & D mission,

d, Dote: 23 July 1967
e, Looaticr: YAB5L197.
£. Weather: It and clear with unlinited visibility.

ge Enemy: Type: NVA
Estimated Strenghth: Regiment
Disposition: A&bove grourd, moving.

h, How contaci was made: The third platoon of Company G, 3d _
Battalion, 8th Infantrv ‘nitiated contact T ensp eing an NVA security element.

i. Tire of iritial cortact: 1155 hours

Je length of time in contact; 4 hours 55 minutes

¥. Hoi contact was broken: INiA broke contact by withdrawing to
the south, . . .
. | 1, Summary of'eVentsfffémrﬁhich ﬁhé‘combatﬁiéSson loarned ié:hrawn:
During the contact the radio operator of the third platoon of Company C was
k111led immediately after the contact began. The platoon leador, wio was later
also killed, operated the radio but stated that the NVA had him and the radio

Inclosure.-7
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1, Combat Lesson lsarned: Overheadi,ﬁ

. 2 G halge s bas should be elther
of a very low silouhette or not utilized,: .y Ty

"+ Bs

Item: Overhead cover in open areas.

: Discussion: Construction of an overhead cover provides an increased
target size for BAO rocket leunchers. These launchers are a greater threat
_to the security of a friendly perimeter than mortars, due to the pinpoint
accuracy of the launcher., Therefore, all overhead cover should prmovide the
lowest possible silouhette or overhead should not be utilized.

Observation: NVA B-40 Rocket fires were relatively ineffoctive
during the contact becavse there were no suitable targets, C Company had
no overhead and its open positions were difficult to deteqt in the grass.

2. Supporting Factss:
a, Sourco of information: Company Commnder, 34 Bn 8th Infantry
b, Unit: 3¢ Battalion, 8th Infantry

¢. Aotlvity teirz condueted: Conbtaet with estimated NVA Reglment
while on S & D mission.

d, Date: 53 July 2937

e, location: FAEEIIFT7

fo Weather: Iud and clear with unlimited visibillty.

ge Enemy: Type: NVA

o . Ertimated Strengtin: EPzgireny .
Coomspenitiong Abeve gioen’, moving.

h, .How conices uns mede: Tho "iind »latoon of Company G, 3d
Battalion, Bth Infentry irmitielcd ccutans by ongeglog an NVA security element.

4. Tike.of iritizl ceirianhi 3155 howrs
.3, length of ilmo in ¢onBact: 4 hwuws, 55 minutes.

" ke How contact wns broken: NVA broke contact by withdrawing to
the south.. A ‘ _ _ . o _
7 1. Sumary of events from which the coxbat lesson learnsd ia drawn:
Many B=40 rocket rounds landed within the Company C perimeter cauding sone
casudl ties; however, 1t 1s folt that casualties were miniml because there
were nd hard targets for the B-40's,
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*that NVA reserve

4e¢ LOREDAL lesSSon laarmed: Lonslderable g
élements normally follow from 1500-2000 metd by
force, : =

Jtem: Locatlon of NVA reserve elemsnts.

Discussion: A knowledg of the location of ememy resorves can
facilitate total destruction of an enemy force.

Observation: Artillery and airstrikes at a distance of from 1500~
2000 moters from the main contact area coused many casualties among NVA
personnel. It is considered that these personnel were the reserves for the
attacking forces,

2, Supporting Facts:

a. Source of information: Battalion Commnder, 3d Battalion, 8th
Infantry

b. TUnit: 34 Battalion, 8th Infantry

¢, -Activity being conducted: Contact with estimated NVA Reglment
vhile on S & D mission,.

d, Date: 23 July 1967
e, Location: YA85/197
f. Woather: Hot and clear with unlimited visibility,
8. Eneny: Type: NVA
Estimated Strength: BRegiment

Disposition: Above ground, roving

h., How contact was made: The third platoon of Conapny C, 3d
Bettalion, 8th Infantry initiated contact by engaging an NVA security element,

i, Time of inltial contact: 1155 houra

k, How contact was broken: NVA broke contact by withdrawing to
the south.

1. Sumary of events from which the combat lesson learned is drewn:
Visual reconnaissance substantiated considerable movemsnt of enerny persomnel
at distances of up to 2000 meters from the main contact area, Artillery and
airstrikes were placed on these targets. Later; large numbers of ehemy
cagualtiss were found at these locations.
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71, Combat esser Léarnsd: Tt is essopfilin ' be mde in

A1 thed -7 wdp. b
depth, inmediately ofter e contact, Yo doteriine witivaligity the munber of
eneny dead and to capture those enemy wounded still in the battle area.

Item: Sweop of battle area affe r & contact.

Discusaion: TImedistely after a haevy contact, there my be many
enemy wunded st111 within the contact area. Furthermore, mny of tho emuy
dead 1y not have been evac uated, in immediate sweep will facilitate
capturing these wounded and getting an adcufate count of the dead. Because
of the NVA's cbsession with a meticulous police of their dead, e sweep of a
few days later will determine that the NVA have already policed up thelr dead
and no wounded ensmy survivors remain.

Observation: The day following the contact, the battalion was
committed to another mlssion which precluded a thorpugh sweep of the battle
srea. It was not until three days after the contaet that a thorough sweep
could be mdes By this time thore was considerable evidende that the NVA
hed dragged away many bodies and policed the batile area of epemy survivors.

2. Supporting Facta:

a. Source of information: Batialion Cormander, 3d Bathlion, 8th
Infantry.

b, Unit: 3d Battalion , 8th Iufantry

¢, Activity being conducted: Contact with estimated NVA Regiment
while on D & D mission.

d, Date: 23 July 1967
o _é; ._'dea_tidhé YA854197
f. Moathor: Hot and clear with unlimited visibility
¢. Eremy: Tym: WA
Estimated Strength: Reglmont .
D;Lspositionr: Above ground, moving

. h. How contact was medo: The third platoon of Company G, 34
Battalion, 8th Infantry initiated contact by engaging an NVA security elerent,

i. Time of initial contact: 1155 hours
Jo length of time in contact: 4 hours, 55 minutes

. ke How‘_-contat_.".:t was ‘broken: NVAl ‘broke contact by withdrawing
fo the south. . | T
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1. Summary of events from which the corbat lesson learned is
drawn: Tho day following the contact, the battalion was committed to another
mission which precluded a thorough sweep of the battle area. It was not
until three days after the contact that a thorough sweep could be made. By
this timo there was considerable evidence thal the NVA had dragged away
many bodies and policed the battle arca of enemy survivors.
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1. Sumary of events from which the combat lesson learned 1s
drawm: During tho contact, the corpany FO's adjusted artillery fires
around their immediate perimeter. The battalion commander employed blocking
fires on averues of approach and withdrewl, as well as Tac Air and gunships
on known end suspected onemy locations, In this manner the most effective

utilization was mede of supporting fires, ,
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